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Dear Faithful supporters, 
 
This letter explains how our church naming process will proceed. 
 
1. Name submissions: Each person (no age limits) in a GOMONA stewarding household may submit one 

name* with a brief explanation (see available form) of why this name should be the name of our church. 
These submissions must be postmarked no later than March 25, 2008. If you have previously submitted a 
name, please submit it again with your explanation. We apologize for any inconvenience. 
 

2. Master list: We will compile a master list, in alphabetical order, of all name submissions. This master list 
will include explanations, but will not say who submitted the names. This master list will then be sent to all 
stewarding households for their prayerful consideration. 
 

3. Education period: In addition, Father Nicholas will present background information on the names 
submitted, because some people may not be familiar with all of them. This background information will be 
presented during Orthodoxy Class after Divine Liturgy, and also will be available on the GOMONA 
website. At least three names from the list will be discussed each week, until all have been covered. 
 

4. First ballot: After this education period has been completed, a ballot listing all these names will be mailed 
to each voting member of our church (as defined in the Unified Parish Regulations). On each ballot you 
will mark your first and second choice of name, and sign your ballot. Return your ballot to the church 
postmarked no later than (date to be determined). Signed ballots, when received, will be verified by 
comparing to a master list of stewarding families. 

 
5. Top ten: Your church naming committee will tally the votes and compile a list of the top 10 (or 11, if tie) 

names.  
 

6. Second ballot: We will then issue a second ballot, containing the top 10 names. Voting members of the 
church will mark their first and second choice, sign the ballot, and return the ballot postmarked by (date to 
be determined). 
 

7. Top three: Your church naming committee will tally the votes and announce the top three. 
 

8. Names in vessel: The top three names will be written on pieces of paper and placed in a vessel. If one name 
received 40 votes, 40 pieces of paper with that name will be placed in the vessel. If another name received 
22 votes, 22 pieces of paper with that name will be placed in the vessel, etc. 
 

9. Holy Spirit: Then the name of our church will be decided by the Holy Spirit, by means of a prayerful 
drawing from the previously described vessel, followed by joyful celebration.  

 
Please note that our Bishop has suggested to us (but is not requiring us) to find a name that is not commonly 
used in our Metropolis. Therefore, also available for your consideration is a list of the church names already in 
existence in our Metropolis of San Francisco and the Archdiocese of America 
 
Thank you for your participation and support. 
 



In Christ, 
 
 
Your Church Naming Committee: 
Father Nicholas, Tom Schmadel, Cookie Kraus, Toula Howington, Augustine Aaron Smythe, George 
Howington, Tammy Kretsedemas, Elaine Dillingham 
 


